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Anacortes Lutheran Church  

 December 2019 Newsletter 

Hope~ Peace~ Joy~ Love 

The four candles on the Advent wreath help us to focus on the deep meaning of this holy season  when it     

is so easy to be distracted by the busyness that goes with preparations for Christmas.  Advent is a time of 

waiting and an opportunity to slow down a bit to consider what God has done, and is doing now, in the 

birth of Emmanuel, God-is-with-us. 

We light the candle of Hope.  While it may seem strange to begin with hope when we have not even          

begun to explore the why or the how of it, the very fact we are looking toward the remembrance of Jesus’ 

birth is a hopeful thing.  In looking back at the long history of God’s relationship with God’s people, it is 

clear that God’s promises are sure, that God never gives up on us no matter how many times we turn away, 

that, in fact, nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.  Jesus’ birth is the ultimate sign of this unfailing 

love. Our Hope is built upon this truth.  

We light the candle of Peace.  In Hebrew, the word is shalom, which refers to a state of well‑being,           

tranquility, prosperity, and security, as well as the opposite of conflict.  Jesus’ whole life was a radical call        

to non-violence.  In his resurrection from the dead, this baby born in Bethlehem is the embodiment of the 

promise of healing and wholeness that only God can give. 

We light the candle of Joy.  Joy comes from knowing we are loved unconditionally by God and that love         

is made visible in Jesus. Joy is deeper than happiness; it springs from the deepest recess of our soul where 

we have come to recognize the living presence of our God whose very nature is love. 

We light the candle of Love.  In the winter when the darkness of the night grows longer than the light              

of day, we anticipate the coming of the Light of the World whose love for us shines so brightly that our 

fears, our self-doubt, our suffering are banished away. 

Hope, Peace, Joy, Love.  These are grounded in the God in whom we live and move and have our being.  

These move us through the season of waiting until we stand in awe at the manger where Emmanuel,        

God-is-with-us, lies. 

May we all experience the Hope, the Peace, the Joy, and the Love in this sacred season so that our hearts 

and minds and souls are renewed, so that we are born again to love and serve God and our sisters and 

brothers all around the world. 

Shalom, 

Pastor Deborah 
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From the Council President 

It has been a very busy month, getting back to your business for the holidays, laboring on the budget 

for 2020, and starting some new projects. First, I would like to thank so many people for putting   

together and executing a flawless celebration for Pastor Deb.  

The council met with Bishop Wee to discuss moving forward with a transition pastor and selecting   

a team here at ALC to commence the process by which we will seek a new Lead Pastor.  In light of 

this new direction the council has voted to suspend the Call Committee’s efforts toward a Youth and 

Family Assistant   Pastor until we are able to successfully call a new Lead Pastor.  We will commence 

the Transition efforts on January 1, 2020.  We should all thank our Call committee and Chairperson 

Rexanne Graham in particular for all the hard work setting up and administering the Ministry Site 

Profile and preparing interview materials. This work is vital to our new search protocol. 

The council voted to upgrade the church office computer to increase speed of processing and effi-

ciency of operation for our hard working secretary Rachel Devine.  We had a few hiccups in the 

process but the job   is complete, and we are moving on to create a digital site profile to prepare for 

upgrading the internet and Wi-Fi layout throughout the church properties.  Anyone with knowledge 

of past or current wiring placement is encouraged to bring that information to me.  It will simplify 

our search process. 

Our work is beginning a review of the ALC Constitution.  This review will take a month or more to 

complete, but is necessary to give a transition pastor an accurate view of our congregation’s goals 

and aspirations for developing and commitment to those stated ministries.  We would appreciate a 

few dedicated members with a keen eye to the details to help us with certain sections.  Meetings will 

be rare, but individual recommendations can be collected and discussed digitally.  Please give faithful 

consideration to assist us in timely completion of this update. 

Want to have some fun, have a hand in ALC’s future, and develop a great relationship with your      

fellow      congregation members?  Come join the church council next year.  We particularly need a 

President-Elect  for 2020, and several committees are in need of members.  If you are, or know 

someone who is interested, please let us know and we can provide you with a description of the  

position’s duties. 

“We are one body, Lord.  Move us to seek unity and peace in all we do, for Christ’s sake. Amen” 

 

Yours in faith, 

Bill LeDuc 
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Saturday, November 30  •  4:00 pm   •  HANGING OF THE GREENS 
 

Come get in the holiday spirit by decorating the church, fellowship hall, narthex, & sanctuary. 
 

Saturday, December 14  •  10:00 am  •  WELCA CHRISTMAS POTLUCK BRUCH 
All Women are invited to come!  Bring a friend and share some time with us. 
Following the brunch we will have a special Christmas devotions and time to sing carols.   

 

Sunday, December 15 • one service -10:00 am  • CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

 

Sunday, December 22 • one service -10:00 am  • LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE  •  Tuesday, December 24 • CANDLELIGHT & COMMUNION SERVICES  

           3 pm, 5 pm & 10 pm       
 

CHRISTMAS DAY  •  Wednesday, December 25 • WORSHIP SERVICE - 10:30 am   

 

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER  • 11:30 am—2:30 pm  in Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday, December 29 • one service - 10:00 am  •  WORSHIP & COMMUNION 

 

Sunday, January 5 • 9:00 am & 10:30 am  • WORSHIP & COMMUNION 
        9:15 am - Sunday school and confirmation  

 

ADVENT DINNERS -  5:30 pm 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER -  6:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 4 – Ham Dinner 
 
Wednesday, December 11–  Lasagna Dinner 
 
Wednesday, December 19 - Stuffed Flank Steak Dinner 
   

Each dinner will include a scrumptious dessert.  
  

Thank you to the Fellowship Committee and all those who will set-up & clean-up for these events. 

Holiday Schedule 
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Fellowship Committee- Kathy Khile  

Advent Dinners 

Advent season is quickly approaching, and fellowship is planning 3 Advent Dinners.  

They will be on Wednesdays, December 4, 11, and 18 at 5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall with a Holden  

Evening Prayer services in the church following at 6:30 pm.  We are planning to serve a ham dinner,  

a lasagna dinner and a stuffed flank steak dinner.  Each dinner will include a scrumptious dessert.   

We are thankful to all those who will set up and clean up for these events. 
 

FAST Teams - Help needed for Sundays 

Our 5 FAST teams schedule volunteers on a monthly basis for providing service for each of the Sunday 

church services. The leaders need greeters, readers, communion assistants, kitchen crew & people 

to bring treats each week.  We appreciate all those people that volunteer regularly, but we sure could 

use more help.  We will have sign up forms at the welcome desk and they can be turned in to Rachel in the 

church office.  Thank you. 
 

Caring Bridge Notebook                

For those of you without computer access, we will have a notebook of Pastor Benson’s Caring Bridge  

Journal Entries.  Please read them at your leisure so that you can feel informed about Pastor’s experience.   

The Personnel Committee is looking for some help with the youth program at our church.   

We have job descriptions for one or possible 3 temporary Youth Leaders @ $20 an hour 

Applications and job descriptions are available in the Church office. 

 4th & 5th grades @ 8 hours a month, students to meet once a week  

 Middle School @ 32 hours a month, students will meet weekly on the Sundays 

 High School @ 40 hours a month, students will meet once a week on Sundays 

Job Opening - Working with Youth at ALC 

Food Bank 

Thank you to all who continue to bring non-perishables for the food bank.  With the weather getting colder 

and fresh garden vegetables and fruit not as available, the need increases. Your donations are so appreciated. 
 

Worship CD's 

If you, or anyone you know, would enjoy a CD of the worship services, please let someone on the Outreach 

committee know. 

Outreach Committee - Karen Tavalero 

The Sign-Up for Volunteering is now posted in the Narthex. There are jobs to do before Christmas 

(set-up, mashing potatoes, shopping) as well as opportunities on Christmas Day (serving in the Dining 

Room, serving in the kitchen, dishwashing, clean-up).   
 

Please prayerfully consider what you might do to make this year as successful as previous years. 
 

Thank you for your consideration.  Anne Barry & Don Devine 

It's time to think about the Community Christmas Dinner  
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Men’s Tuesday Bible Studies 
Tuesdays - 1:00 pm  
In Conference room #3  

Led by:  Hoagy Kerr 
 

Wednesday Bible Study with Kendra 
Wednesday Mornings - 9:30 am  
in Conference Room #3 
Led by:  Kendra Kennedy 

 

Men’s Thursday Bible Studies 
Thursday Mornings - 7 am  
In Conference Room #1    

Led by:  Boyd Veer 
 

Thursday NOON Bible Study 
Thursday - 12 Noon  
(For Men & Women) 

In Conference Room #1    

Led by:  Pastor Deborah Butler 

 Bible Studies - weekly  

Service Project - 

Gift wrapping for Children’s Christmas Store  

 Friday, December 13 

In Conference Rooms #1 & #3  

from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Pizza at Noon - provided by Dusenburys. 

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk. 
 

Are you looking for a fun outing -  

Madrona Grove Sculpture Exhibition  

 on display through December.    

Has 13 new pieces in the Grove and around the  

Depot at 611 R Avenue.  

See the Dusenburys for a map of the sculptures or 

visit www.anacortesartscommission.com. 
 

Looking for more Holiday Fun - Check the 

Sunday Scoop for ideas.   

Wreath Making - Dec 1st  1:00 - 4:00 pm at Lutherwood Camp & Retreat in Bellingham 

Come on out to Lutherwood to make your own wreath!  We will have the supplies needed, snacks,  

hot chocolate and conversation in the dining hall!  No registration required, freewill offering. 

Monday, December 2 • 10:00 am-12:00 pm  

in Fellowship hall Kitchen 
 

Come have fun making items for the kids to buy from the Christmas store for family and friends.  

Christmas Store Crafting Party  

 Special ALC Pre-School Chapel 

Wednesday, December 18th  

&  Thursday, December 19th 

 11:30 am & 2:30 pm 

 In ALC Sanctuary 
 

Parents and friends are  

invited to join the preschool  

kids for a special Christmas  

Chapel in the ALC Sanctuary. 

 Prayer Time  

Tuesdays at 1:00 pm 

In Chapel Library  
 

Join these members of the congregation as they pray 

for the people on the prayer list and prayer chain.  

If you feel a call to join them or would like more  

information contact Peggy White 360-299-1184 

If you have a prayer request or 

an update for the “Prayer List” 

please call the church office  

360-299-1184 
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We are serving the Lord with “Gladness”~ 

Thank you for all of your support for sewing.  

We couldn’t do what we do without you. 
 

Our shipment the first of November was Great! 

 We had:   80 - Quilts 

103 - Baby Care Kits 

116 - Personal Care Kits 

  12 - Sewing Kits 

176 - School Kits 
 

A Big Thank you to the Boy Scouts for helping bring 

all the boxes down from upstairs. Also Thank you to 

Jeremy Downs, Les & Carol Olsen and the Sewing 

Ladies for helping with weighing & loading  the truck, 

to take our kits & Quilts to Seattle to be shipped to 

Lutheran World Relief in Maryland. 

Sewing News - Faith Legan & Julia Rogers      

Monday, December 16 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm 

In conference room # 1 
 

 Our church usually ships 100-150 layette sets,           

each 6 month period to Lutheran World Relief. 

One sweater/hat set goes in each layette.  
   

SPRING Shipment GOAL is: 
 Hats - 50-75 

 Sweaters - 50-75 

 Sweater/hat sets - 70-100 
 

As of now we have completed: 

 Hat - 1 

 Sweaters - 3 

 Sweater/hat sets - 17 
 

We use a fun, one piece sweater pattern. Beginners 

are welcome & teaching is always available.  

I Hope to see you all December 16th at 1:00 pm  

In conference room #1  

      

  ~Linda Anderson, 360-588-1730 

LWR Knitting News - Linda Anderson 

 

DECEMBER SEWING DAYS  
 

Tuesdays, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm    
December 3rd, 10th & 17th 

 Friday, December 6 at 10:30 am  
 in conference room # 3  

WELCA Board meeting  

We would like to thank everyone who helped 

with the collection & sewing of pillow cases. 
 

We delivered: 

 280  pillow cases to Compass Mission in Seattle, 

 175  to Friendship house in Mt. Vernon, and  

 180  to the Light House Mission in Bellingham. 

Every place was very thankful and said they enjoyed 

all of the bright colors.  
 

Watch for the of our next fall sew-a-thon. 

Pillowcase - Review 

Angel Tree - Christmas family 

This year we have two families from the Salvation 

Army that we are supporting for Christmas.   

• There is one Mother with 2 children; a new 

 born & a 12 year old.   

 The second family has 3 children;  a 1 year old,  

 2 year old & a 4 year old.  
 

Take an Angel, buy the gift,  

& return it to underneath the tree  

not wrapped. There are many  

angels on the tree, for items to gift  

such as clothing, groceries, toys, and  

a few extra things for each family.   

All gifts should be at church by December 8th.  

Saturday, December 14 at 10:00 am   

n the Fellowship hall 
All Women are invited to come!   

Bring a friend and share some time with us. 

Following the brunch we will have a special  

Christmas devotions and time to sing carols.   

Christmas Potluck  
Brunch 
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Many Thanks!! 
 

I want to Thank so many who came together to create a wonderful celebration of Pastor Benson’s ministry 

with us at ALC.  Thank you:  Kathy Parker, Linda Braski, Jeanette Christensen, Jeaneen Brogan, Melanie 

Sahnow, Linda and Bryan Walker, Lois Cassidy, Nancy Loftis, Brenda Lorentzen, Karen Tavalero, Helene           

& Maury Fink, Brian Hanrahan, Treva King, Ginny Connelly and the Cub Scout pack, Dave White and Sunday 

school youth, Laurie Julius-Carver, Susan McCutcheon, Choir members, Ruth Backlund, Pastor Butler and  

Bishop Wee.  Thank you to all who attended to show our appreciation to Pastor Deb.   
 

Thanks to THRIVENT financial for grant dollars and members that donated to cover the cost.   

We have many wonderful servants at our church!   
 

Blessings, Lane Phelan 

Thank You Work Party Team for Nov. 2, 2019 
 

“Thank You”, to the Work Party Team of;  

Tom & Pat Carrie Smith, Maury Fink, Chuck Landgraf,  

Phil & Madelyn Case, Carol Olsen, Lane Phelan and  

Steve Anderson 
 

Cleaned outside, checked feet and saddles, cleaned  

in the flower beds, set the clocks – “Fall Back”,  

trimmed the Boxwood hedges and changed furnace  

Filters... All ‘n All a very good Day 
 

Thank You one and all…. Put the first Saturday  

on YOUR calendar and come lend a hand…  

We’ll share in the fun. 
 

*** Next WORK PARTY *** 

***Saturday, November 30, 2019 at 4:00 pm*** 

---- Decorate the Church for Jesus’ Birthday ---- 
 

Property Committee Chair; Les Olsen 

Thank You! From the Music Department 

Thank you to the anonymous person who donated  

a 12 inch tablet, case and foot pedal to the music 

department.  We are now able to scan music onto 

the tablet and turn the pages with the foot pedal. 

Instead of 4 or 5 different books on a Sunday  

morning, now we just have music on a tablet.   

What a generous donation!   

We all are very thankful to you! 

Thank you from the Heart 
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Sunday School News - Dave White / Children’s Ministry  

 On the 15th of December, this year, there will be an all 

new Christmas program. This new program will be similar,    

in that the kids will be dressed up in their costumes and they 

will be up on the altar steps, but the  difference is that the 

whole congregation will be in costume as well.  When we say 

costume, don’t panic.  Some of the costumes will be as simple 

as a paper plate made to look like a sheep's head and stapled to a popsicle stick.  You hold it out in front of 

your face when prompted.  The really neat thing is that the youth are going to help us out too.  We are going 

to have the Christmas story narrated with Bible verses followed by Christmas carols.  The Sunday school kids 

and the youth will sing a couple of carols as solos and the congregation will join in on the rest. It’s going to be 

a lot of fun for everyone, You mustn’t miss it!  It is our opportunity to sing along with the children and raise a 

“joyful sound unto the Lord” in celebration of the most important birthday of them all.   

 In preparation for the program, we will be practicing our carols every Sunday until the 15th.  It would be 

greatly appreciated if we could have the kids to Sunday school every Sunday.  Think of it like it’s being junior 

choir practice.  We are also sending a listing of the lyrics for the songs home with the children.  Please help 

them with their practicing. 

 On the following Sundays 15th, 22nd and 29th in December we will go to a holiday schedule of one service 

at 10:00 am.  Consequently there will be no Sunday school those days, but we will resume back to our      

regular schedule of two services and Sunday school on January 5th.   

On the 15th the children need to be a little early to get into their costumes.  

We thank you for all your support.  Merry Christmas!! 

              Children’s 
This year, the children from our Sunday School and Pre-School children will be shopping for family  

members to experience how much more joy there is in giving than receiving. We have received so  

many wonderful items donated to the store this year, but we still could use MORE!   
 

We will be collecting new or gently used items to sell at the store until November 30th.   
 

Look for volunteer opportunities at the Welcome Desk to donate items for crafts/homemade gifts,   

to make crafts, or help the children shop/wrap presents. 
 

Thank you!  Kendra Kennedy  773-236-1666 for questions and additional information.   

           
Children’s  

HOURS   

     Sunday,  Dec.  8  •   10:00 am—12:00 pm   

    Wednesday,  Dec. 11 •   5:00 pm—6:00 pm  

              Dec. 9 - 13  •   Morning  & Afternoon Pre-school Shopping              

    Wednesday,  Dec. 18  •   5:00 pm—6:00 pm 

                Dec. 19 - 20  •   Adult Shopping OPEN • 10:00 am –3:00 pm 

     Sunday,  Dec 22  •   11:00 am—1:00 pm 

tel:%28773%29%20236-1666
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjH5YzVppnXAhUSyGMKHQVfAEYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjcchristmasstore.wordpress.com%2F2012%2F11%2F03%2F7%2F&psig=AOvVaw0WL9AKJMwGCWP9KEUpZGAH&ust=1509485623626101
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Christmas Eve                  3 pm                     5 pm                     10 pm 

Acolytes:  Regan Franulovich & Rowan Meyer   Talin Kerr & Camryn Kerr   Emerson Ott & Mia Kennedy  

Ushers  Bill & Diane Gusa  Tim Hofferth  Les & Carol Olsen 

Greeters:  The Khile Family   

Reader:        Pat Carrie Smith 

Communion Assistants:  Kathy Khile & Gunilla Wold   Stacey & Persephone Pestar 

December 1 9:00 am           10:30 am 
Acolytes: Alice Piper and Everson Ott  Micah Spehar and Joey Pestar  

Ushers: Dan Khile & Tim Hofferth Bill & Diane Gusa 

Greeters: Serena Partch & Linda Braski  

Readers: Howard Partch Anne Barry 

Communion Assistants: Dorothy Engom & Bill LeDuc Anne Barry 

Coffee Serve/Cleanup: Matt & Bonnie Kerschbaum  

Coffee Hour Treats: Norma Knutsen, Linda Braski, Lynn Arendse Tim Hofferth 

December 8 9:00 am 10:30 am 
Acolytes: Alice Piper and Regan Franulovich  Mia Kennedy and Emerson Ott  

Ushers: Boyd Veer & Larry Thomas Les & Carol Olsen 

Greeters: Dan & Kathy Khile Maurie & Helene Fink 

Reader: Serena Partch Carol Olsen 

Communion Assistants: Judy Pesaturo & Patty Pedersen Gunilla Wold & Les Olsen 

Coffee Serve/Cleanup:  Maurie & Helene Fink 

Coffee Hour Treats: Gail Ebel-Higgins & Vicki Stowe DeAnna Claus 

Christmas Day        December 25 - 10:30 am 

Ushers: Tim Hofferth & Kathryn Parker 

Greeters: Wayne & Elaine Olsen 

Reader:  

Advent Wednesday’s  •  Dinner Starts at 5:30 pm/ Holden Evening Prayers at 6:30 pm 

Advent Assistants Set-Up Crew—4 pm Clean-Up Crew—6 pm Ushers 

December 4   Bob & Jane Salnick Group #4 - Helene Fink Bill & Diane Gusa 

December 11 Vicki Stowe & Daniel Conrardy Group #6 - Ida Ford Rexanne Graham & Mike Bastrom 

December 18 Judy Holmes & Noel Johnson   Group #5  - Linda Walker  Kenny & Anita Holzemer 

Sundays December 15 - 10:00 am December 22 - 10:00 am December 29 - 10:00 am 
Acolytes: Eva Dent and CJ Eggleston  Talin Kerr and Camryn Kerr Eva Dent and Tristyn Connelly  

Ushers: Chuck Landgraf & Bud Rock Paul Phelan & Rich Berentson Randy VanSweden &  Wayne Olsen 

Greeters: Michael & Breauna Sullivan Bob & Ida Ford Paul & Lane Phelan 

Reader: Michael Sullivan Carol Olsen Anne Barry 

Communion Assistants: Lois Cassidy Les & Carol Olsen Gunilla Wold & Lane Phelan 

Coffee Serve/Cleanup: Girl Scout Troop 44451 Bob & Ida Ford Jeannette Christensen 

Coffee Hour Treats: Peggy White & Janice Louie  Jeanette Christensen & Lane Phelan 

Worship & Fellowship Assistants 
ALL F.A.S.T Leaders •   Anne Hofferth, Kathy Khile, Lane Phelan, Kathryn Parker, Kristen Nations     

ALTAR Setup •         All Servers 

SOUND Team •       Jim Carver, Brian Hanrahan, Kenny Holzemer, Dana McCoy, Linda Millo, Mark Tanis 

POWER POINT Team • Michael Hanrahan, Anita Holzemer, Pat Carrie Smith 
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PASTORAL 

ACTS 

December 
Birthday Blessings To You! 

 

1 Nancy Loftis 15 Shelia Duquaine 

4 Ida Ford 15 Jim Parker 

5 Johanna Tracy 17 Carleigh Kurz 

5 Wyatt Engom 17 Breauna Sullivan 

6 Brianna Etlitcher 20 Jim Carver 

6 Robert Claus 20 Diane Gusa 

7 Krystal Coyne 20 Pat Faulkner 

8 Melanie Sahnow 22 Colleen Legan 

8 Stacey Pestar 23 Anne Barry 

8 Georgia Ranz 23 Philip Case 

9 Darcy Storme 24 Chuck Arneson 

10 Connie Bliss 24 Irene Parker 

10 Norm Vigre 26 Hannah Smythe 

11 Madeline Lowrie 27 Christal Boesflug 

11 Matthew Lowrie 27 Jason Myers 

12 Robert Eggleston 28 Matthew Phelan 

12 Tyson Mavar 28 Bob Merrill 

12 Jeni Richards 29 Erin Flanigan 

13 Ed Berg 30 Peggy White 

15 Alice Dohve 31 Norma Knutsen 

  31 Dana McCoy 

December 
Wedding Anniversary! 

 

1 Fred & Marilyn Tenoll 

2 Gary & Judy Card 

2 Don & Rachel Devine 

12 Robert & Rebecca Eggleston 

18 Glenn & Juli Sullivan 

27 Stan & Leone Zimmerman 

31 Matt & Ginny Connelly 

Date  9:00 Nursery 10:30 Nursery Total 

3 113 1 81 0 195 

10 120 1 87 0 208 

17 100 0 60 0 160 

24 Not available at time of printing 

November Worship Attendance 

Pastor Deborah Butler - Preside  

Funeral 
 

Majken Eckstrom 

October 30 
Grandview Cemetery 

 

Funeral 

Dora Coffelt 

November 30   
11:00 am at Anacortes Lutheran Church 

Iliena Ann Tracy 

Born: November 10, 2019 

Parents: Johanna & Mathew Tracy 

   Grandparents: Mirth & Dave Moore 

 

Ella Kate Flanigan 

Born:  September 11, 2019 

Parents:  Erin & Michael Flanigan 

 Baby Announcement News 
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ALC Council Minutes – November 14, 2019

Attended: Bill LeDuc, Lane Phelan, Melanie Sahnow, Pastor Deborah Butler, Jeaneen Brogan, Dave Bjornson,  

Ginny Connelly, Rachel Franulovich, Kathy Khile, Earl Gibbons, Les Olsen, Jo Rockwood, & Karen Tavalero.  

Dave Bjornson opened the meeting with a prayer at 6:30pm 
 

Presidents Report:  Assistant to the Bishop, Pastor Andy Yee, will preach at our November 24th service.  

Pastors Report:  Advent Services are planned, we had 5 youth confirmed,  Acolyte training is completed,  

installation of the Bishop and a funeral this month, busy busy. 

Treasurers Report:  Lane gave report, still short each week in meeting the budget. Benevolences are paid for 

the 3rd qtr. M/S/P.  The $5,114 collected for Bishop Anthony will be sent after address is verified.  Motion was 

made to send Thanksgiving funds to World Hunger, Lutheran World Relief and Anacortes Food Banks. The 

Christmas giving will go to Anacortes Family Shelter, Friendship House, Lutherwood and El Camino. MSP 

Old Business:  Reviewed minutes from last month. M/S/P. Motion was made to renew Pastor Deborah’s con-

tract till February 15th 2020, salary to include base pay, house allowance, Medicare B, gas and cell phone. MSP. 

With Pastor Yee’s guidance we will start the process of calling a Transition Pastor at ¾ time after the new year. 

We also would like to keep Pastor Deborah as visitation pastor at ¼ time. The new Windows 10 computer is up 

and running.  Motion was made to replace existing WIFI system with expansion to the Preschool, Fellowship Hall, 

Choir Loft, Library and the conference rooms. This to be done by a qualified local contractor. This motion was 

made to be completed within a month and cost not to exceed $1,500. MSP. We have job descriptions in the church 

office for one or possible 3 temporary Youth Leaders @ $20 an hour, High School @ 40 hours a month, Middle 

School @ 32 hours a month and 4-5th grades @ 8 hours a month.  This is in place of the Youth and Family Pastor, 

as we have suspended the call for now to find a Lead Pastor for Anacortes Lutheran Church. MSP 

New Business:  We are all keeping Pastor Deb in our prayers.  We need to form a committee to review and 

update the church constitution. We have committee positions opening up on the Council, please consider helping. 

The BSA Family Plan expansion will now include 5 year old girls and boys, we have 8 new applicants. Girl Scouts 

of Western Washington insurance form was reviewed by our insurance, signed and returned to GSWW.  

Personnel Report:  No Report 

WELCA Report:  WELCA provided 650 pillow cases. Great job everyone. WELCA brunch will be held on  

December 14th. The Angel giving tree has 2 families on it this year.       

Education Report:  50 people attended the pool party. The Christmas program will be on December 15th and 

Laurie is putting together kids, costumes and song.           

Outreach Report:  Karen says the All Saint’s Luncheon went well with 9 invited guests and 23 people total. 

Property Report:  Les says THANK YOU in advance for helping decorate the church at the November 30th 

work party. 

Fellowship Report:  December Fast Team signups, please sign up. Also we are looking for a Fast Team chair-

person if anyone can help. The 3 Advent dinners are on Wednesdays, December 4th, 11th & 18th  with dinner at 

5:30 pm and church service at 6:30 pm.  

Youth Report:  Ginny says that the Acolyte training went well.  She asked about the job descriptions for the 

Youth Leader jobs. They are in the church office.   

Preschool Report:  Classes are full and have an updated curriculum. They are planning a CPR class & will open 

to the congregation. Waiting on the inspection on the ramp to get the occupancy permit. Building update, kitchen 

and ramp were all paid for by the preschool.  Working on getting licensed.  Preschool has no email so the WIFI 

will be great.  They will start looking at how to run the budget better and need preschool board and treasurer. 

Stewardship Report:  Earl and the committee have been working very hard on the budget. Unfortunately we 

did not meet the projected giving amount, though giving has increased. The extra income that was raised was 

spent on cost of living increase and a second full time Pastor.  Stewardship is looking at historical budgets and 

making adjustments. Working with the Preschool to join their budget into ALC’s budget in the future.  

In December we will have a 2020 budget. 

Worship Report:  No Thanksgiving Service. Worship services only at 10 am on December 15th, 22nd and 29th.  

January 5th to resume 2 services. 
 

The next Council meeting is December 12th at 6:30pm 

Lane lead the Lord’s Prayer and closed the meeting at 8:40pm 
 

Blessings,  Melanie Sahnow 
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Bishop’s Message- - The Spirit - December 2019 From Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 

Recently I had a meeting at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. As I walked on campus I had to take a deep 

breath. You see, I had to prepare myself for how much different Luther Seminary is now then when I was 

a student almost thirty years ago. When I attended Luther, there were 800 students on campus. Lots of 

faculty. Almost everyone lived on campus. The cafeteria was stuffed full with people.  On Wednesdays you 

had to arrive early for chapel or you wouldn’t be able to find a seat. 

This is not what Luther is like now.  

And so I take a breath. And I miss what used to be. 

I have the same experience when I drive past a soccer field and see kids playing. I have an urge to stop and 

watch the game. (I need to tell you, this is very strange for me to WANT to watch youth soccer.) Back 

when I had kids playing soccer I often complained that I was too hot or too cold or too wet or I had laun-

dry to do or … whatever … and now when I drive by I think, “Oh, I just want to watch kids play soccer.” 

Obviously, it is not that I want to watch youth soccer. It is that I miss having younger kids at home.  

And so I take a breath. And I miss what used to be. 

So often we look backwards and hold something up as “the best time” and wonder how to get back to 

that place. And this is understandable. As humans we need to acknowledge the grief that we are carrying. 

If we don’t do this careful and important work, grief can fester and come out as anger or apathy or just 

become so deeply imbedded we are unable to live in the present or into the future. 

We in the synod office have been wondering how to acknowledge this grief about “what once was” in or-

der to move forward into the future. We’re wondering if some sort of get-together or some holding 

space would be   helpful to talk about this. One suggestion is to collectively read Bishop Michael Girling-

house’s book, Embracing God’s Future Without Forgetting the Past. I have started reading it and find it a useful 

and lovely book. I would be interested in hearing if you would be interested in reading this book together 

and discussing it. 

Going back to that visit to Luther Seminary, while I took a deep breath and prepared myself for things 

“not as they once were,” when I arrived on campus and listened to students, after I talked with administra-

tion and professors, after worshipping together in chapel, I realized that God is acting and moving in the 

life of Luther. Through the new web tools at Faith + Life, through the correct sizing of their campus, 

through their new pathways towards M.Divs., through their emphasis on student formation and, especially, 

through their listening, they are dancing with the Spirit in this new day. 

Dear Beloveds of God, I encourage you to have deep, sometimes hard, conversations about who you have 

been and who you are called to be. I encourage you to tell the stories of your life and your congregation. 

Record them. Remember them. And I encourage you to dream into the next stories of your place. What 

is next? 

For this is what we trust and hold: So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 

away; see, everything has become new! 2 Corinthians 5:17 

In God’s Peace and Joy, 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

 


