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He Is Risen Indeed 

OF 
SPIRIT 

BLESSED BY THE  

GodGodGod   
Anacortes Lutheran Church  

June 2019 Newsletter BANK SHOT BLESSINGS 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

You and I are daily recipients of “bank shot blessings.”  If you have ever played pool, you know what 
a bank shot is.  You cue up the ball to be hit in one direction, so you can deflect it in another. This is 
the way God works. God hits a bank shot and graciously bestows a blessing that we never saw 
coming. It is the surprising, all knowing, abundant, can't stop my plan, work of the Holy Spirit. 

In this season of Pentecost, we are calling a youth pastor. We have cued up the ball to issue a call.  
But already I am seeing bank shot blessings!   Care and compassion for children in our church and 
the world is something we are all embracing in new ways.  There is a renewed energy, enthusiasm 
and excitement as we each engage Jesus’ call to care for every youth in our community and world. 

In Luke 5:17-21, there is a marvelous “bank shot blessing” story of Jesus healing a man who can't 
walk. Jesus is in a house so crowded there isn't room for one more person. Four friends climb onto 
the roof, cut a hole in the ceiling and lower their friend into the room at Jesus' feet.  Jesus heals the 
man by saying  “Get up, take your mat, and go home.”  What a blessing!  

The four friends thought it was game over. But that was just God’s bank shot!  They came so their 
friend would be healed and Jesus asks them, “which is easier, to say get up and walk, or your sins 
are forgiven?”   “I say to you, your sins are forgiven.”  They came so their friend's legs would be 
healed.  Jesus hit a bank shot and directed the healing power of forgiveness right at those four 
friends and the crowd that was gathered.  Which is harder?  To say get up and walk, or to forgive? 

I wish I could take credit for the term bank shot blessing, because it is so true to the way God works.   
But I can't.  It comes from one of the gifted preachers I heard over my five days at the National    
Festival of Homiletics.  The best preachers from across the nation gathered to preach morning till 
night. Otis Moss III, from Chicago was a standout.  He unpacked Luke 5:17-21, and his inspirational 
term “bank shot blessing” resonated deeply for me and the other fifteen hundred people gathered. 

Each year, you ask me to spend two weeks in continuing education. I am blessed. But the hope and 
reality is that when I take up my mat and come home, God has some bank shot blessings in store 
for the whole congregation.  The same thing happens in your life.  So often in blessing you, God  
has someone else in mind too. Its never game over for God until all come to faith in Jesus Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   May the Holy Spirit of Pentecost help you see God’s many bank shot blessings 
in your life.   

Peace be with you  -  Pastor Debra Benson 
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SUMMER SEWING DAYS  
Tuesdays, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm    

  

JUNE 11th & 25th 

JULY 9TH & 30TH 

AUGUST 13TH & 27TH 

Saturday, June 1 • Olsen Israel Trip Slideshow 

In Fellowship hall - 6:30 pm 

 

Friday, June 14 • Lunch Out at “The Cabana” 

Conference room #1 - 11:00 am  

 

Thursday, June 27 • Outing - WSU Discovery 

Gardens & Flyers Restaurant (upstairs) 

Conference room #1 - 9:30 am 

 

Sunday, June 30 • Last day to sign up for the 

Diablo Lake tour & Lunch (Friday, July 19) 
 

Sign-up sheets are available at the Welcome Desk. 

MEN’S Tuesday Bible Studies 

Has changed to Tuesdays at 11:00 am  
In Conference room #3  

Led by:  Hoagy Kerr 

 

MEN’S Thursday Bible Studies 
Thursday Mornings - 7 am  
In Conference Room #1    

Led by:  Boyd Veer 

 

Thursday Bible Study 
Thursday - 12 Noon   (For Men & Women) 
In Conference Room #1    

Led by:   Pastor Benson 

   Property Work Saturday 

   June 1 • 9:00 am—12:00 noon 

         Join us in Beautifying Our Church 

Bible Study Groups Sewing News - Faith Legan & Julia Rogers 

         We are serving the Lord with Gladness~ 
 

We want to thank everyone for all of your support  

so we could send to Lutheran World Relief:  

65 Quilts 

112 Health Care Kits 

116 Baby Care Kits 

7 Sewing Kits 

We couldn’t do what we do with out you!  
 

We are always working towards our next shipment.  

This is a good time to find flannel sheets. We use 

them to make diapers & receiving blankets.  
 

We can always use soap, towels, small socks, baby 

sleepers & tee shirts. Thank you for keeping us in 

mind when you go to garage sales & shopping. 
 

We will be meeting the second & forth Tuesdays of 

June, July  & August.  
 

All are welcome to come and join us. It’s a Great 

time of fellowship & serving the Lord~ 

 

Lutheran World Relief KNITTING NEWS  
Monday, JUNE 17 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm 
In conference room #1 

Our church usually ships 100-150 layette sets, each   

6 month period.  One sweater/hat set goes in each 

layette.  We use a fun, one piece sweater pattern.  

Beginners are welcome & teaching is always available. 
 

 

FALL shipment GOAL: 

Hats 50-75 

Sweaters 50-75 

Sweater/hat sets 60-100 
 

Thank you everyone, for all the knitted sweaters and 

hats that went into the spring shipment. 

 

I Hope to see you all JUNE 17 at 1pm  
     

 ~Linda Anderson, 360-588-1730 

We have COMPLETED: 

19 - Hats 

  0 - Sweaters   

12- Sweater/hat sets.  Choir & All Musicians Potluck 

Wednesday, June 19 

6:30 pm at Fidalgo bay RV Park 

Desert & tableware will be provided.  
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From your Treasurer….. 

Our first quarter revenues are showing that our members are clearly supporting our goals to find     

an associate pastor for youth and family ministry. We have been fortunate to receive a few large 

gifts that have helped us finish our first quarter with a net income of $19,000. Our member offering 

for first quarter was $107,883.  Benevolence paid for the first quarter was $10,963. 

Our 2
nd

 quarter takes us through summertime. It is necessary to stay current with your giving to    

continue  toward our goal. One method to ensure faithful giving is to participate in our planned       

giving program, SIMPLY GIVING. You can find an authorization form in this newsletter. Completed 

authorization forms should be placed in a sealed envelope and marked Financial secretary. Place     

in offering plate or bring to church office. The automatic offerings are recorded on your financial 

statements. We also have E-giving options from your phone. 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving.                                                 

 Lane Phelan 

FAMILIES, SINGLES, MEN, & WOMEN 

EVERYONE IS INVITED 

to our  

Annual Strawberry Social Annual Strawberry Social Annual Strawberry Social       
Women of the Lutheran Church of America (WELCA) 

TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 6:30PM - FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

Our evening entertainment program will be provided by our own local talent at ALC, 

coordinated by our award winning Music Director: Laurie Julius-Carver 

 

Sunday, June 16 

Have I not commanded you?  

Be strong and courageous.  

Do not be afraid; do not be discour-

aged, for the Lord your God will be 

with you wherever you go. 
   ~ Joshua 1: 9 
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Congratulations to Our 2019 Graduating High School Seniors 

Emma Bakke Keegan Kennedy 

Liam Poor 

Emma will be attending Everett Community    

College this fall to study welding and Fabrication 

and will eventually pursue underwater welding.  

Keegan will be attending Central Washington  

University this fall with intentions to study aviation.  

Liam will be going on to study in the Environmental Field 

in college finding his passion in combating Climate Change 

and being a steward of the earth. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday - June 9th at 9:30 am service  

We will be honoring and blessing ALC’s graduating seniors and the Sewing Ladies will  

present each of them with a quilt.  A cake reception will follow the service. There will be  

baskets for people who wish to bring cards. 
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It takes a village!   
As we celebrate Liam’s graduation from High School Tom and I would like to thank all of you that have been 

a part of the village for the last 18 years in which we have raised him.  To those that have lifted him in prayer, 

made him feel important by showing interest and given him the opportunity to grow in the loving church   

environment we cannot thank you enough for your kindness, love and Christian spirit.  A special thank you 

to Pastor Benson and Laurie Carver for always going above and beyond where our children are concerned, 

they would not be the kids they are today without your loving support and kindness.   

Liam will be going on to study  in the Environmental Field in college finding his passion in combating Climate 

Change and being a steward of the earth.  In continuing support of Liam as he moves into the next phase of 

his life we ask that you ban plastic bags and plastic water bottles and be thoughtful about how much you 

drive. We all make a difference in our future!  Let us be the change for a better future!  God Bless! 

With Love,    Tom and Stephanie Poor 

Thank You From the Heart 

I want to thank the youth at our Church for the May 

Day basket delivered to me personally by Gracia    

Tanis. What a pleasant surprise and so appreciated. 

Yes, all the goodies were very good, but what really 

impressed me was the fact that the youth would take 

the time and effort to do this kind act.  

Thank you from the bottom of my heart! 

 Renie Hofferth 

Special Thank you for your Prayers & cards when       

I had my knee surgery. You are Awesome~ 

I am doing Great! 
 

  Faith Legan 

Dear People of ALC, 

On behalf of the Anacortes Family Center I want to 

than you for your on going support. 

We just broke ground on our third project, “work 

force housing” and our fourth building with more    

affordable housing and hopefully a daycare facility is 

in the planning process.  

Together we are making a difference in Anacortes. 

Because of your gifts, families are housed, clothed, 

fed and most leave our care better able to remain 

employed and self sufficient. 

 Bless you all, Bonnie Bowers 

Jay and I have been deeply moved by the outpouring of sympathy from you, the wonderful people of         

Anacortes Lutheran Church, upon the death of our son, James, on May 16.  Words cannot express our     

gratitude for your prayers and cards and flowers and words of encouragement.   

We will be gathering in our church to remember James and celebrate his life on Sunday, June 9th at 6:30 pm 

with a fellowship time afterward.  We hope many of you will be able to join us. 

 Shalom, Pastor Deborah Butler 

Dear Youth of Anacortes Lutheran, 

Thank you so very much for the beautiful May basket 

of cheer. I feel so blessed to be receiving this basket 

of cheer. Hopefully it is inspiring to you knowing that 

you are doing God’s work and helping others. Blessing 

to you all for the great work you are doing within the 

ALC family.  

 In Christ!  Phil Weber 

Dear Dave & children of ALC, 

Thank you so much for the Mother’s Day care bag. 

I hope the children enjoyed assembling as much as 

we enjoyed receiving . 

Thank you Dave, for leading the children’s ministry. 

Your love for the children shows. 

 In Christ’s Love,   Ray & Nancy Fowler 
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Children’s Ministry News 

 

 

 
 
 

VBS 2019 
 This years Vacation Bible School will be very 

much like the last two years.  We will once again be 

following the Apostle Paul.  This time we will follow 

him through his experiences in Athens.  The four day 

VBS will give the children a glimpse of what it was like 

for Paul on his mission to spread Gods Word.  There 

will be a marketplace where children will do crafts, an 

outdoor arena for games, and lots of music and skits 

depicting Paul’s adventures. 

 The VBS will be July 22nd through the 25th 

from 5:30pm to 8:00pm.  The evening will start with  

a quick dinner in the fellowship hall, followed by the 

program at 6:00pm and lasting until 8:00pm 

 Each year we conduct a Volunteer Fair where we 

exhibit the program, determine the need, and assign 

the volunteers. This year’s Volunteer Fair will be on 

the 6th of June in conference room 3 at 6:30pm.    

Remember, you don’t have to wait for the Fair to let 

Dave, Kendra or Rachel know that you would like to 

help with the program.   

 

There are clip boards in the Narthex where you can 

sign up for specific positions or you can write in what 

you would like to help with. Also in the Narthex you 

will find two recycle bins, blue in color, that we are 

asking to be filled with newspapers and grocery style 

paper bags.  Your donations will be greatly     appreci-

ated.  Kendra Kennedy is making up a list of items 

that could be donated to the cause.  She will have 

these lists available in June. The Vacation Bible School 

can be quite costly.  We do have a budget for this 

event, but it would be Helpful if we could provide 

some of our own supplies through donations from the 

congregation. We appreciate your support.  

 The Group programs have been an amazing amount 

of fun and entertainment for kids and adults alike. Please 

mark your calendar for this event. A little dinner and 

a little fun with the kids; you’ll love it!!   

 Rachel has the VBS Registration Form on  

the church web site for your convenience. Please 

note the number in your party that will be attending 

the dinner each evening so we can plan our food                          

requirements.  

This is a family event so grab the kids and come on 

down to the church for some fun and excitement; 

might learn something too. 
 

Dave White  

Director, Children’s Ministry 

Here is a listing of some VBS volunteer 

positions we need to fill: 

  Drama Team actors 

  Group Leaders 

  Assistant Group Leaders 

  Celebration Music Leaders 

  Arena Games Director 

  Arena Games helpers 

  Shopkeepers 

  Market place Director 

  Dinner Preparation helpers 

  Clean up assistance 

  Decorating helpers 

  Registration workers 

  Greeters 

Donations Needed for VBS:  

(Please drop in Big Blue Bins in Narthex) 

 Toilet paper rolls  

 Paper towel rolls 

 Newspapers 

 Paper bags 

VBS Volunteer Fair 

Thursday, June 6 at 6:30 pm 

In Conference room #1 

(Teens get your school volunteer hours) 
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Summer - Traveling Tuesdays:  For Students in Grades 4-6 

Bring a lunch and a friend  /  Sign up by calling the church office 
 

 Junior Leaders Needed: 9-12 grade 

      Be a mentor to younger students for a day 

      Support the adult leader / Have Fun! 
 

June 25  •  Bike Guemes Island — Marcus Knowles/ leader — Cost: Ferry ride 

July 9 •  Explore Padilla Bay — Pastor Benson & Ginny Connelly/ leader — Cost: Free 

August 13 •  Enjoy Birch Bay Waterslides — Pastor Benson/ leader — Cost: $15 

 
Fellowship — Summer Picnics 

Mark your calendars to join in church fellowship for the summer church picnics.  

This year we will have a special  

“Kick Off” Picnic on Sunday, July 14 from noon – 2pm   
             at Seafarer’s Memorial Park, near the Memorial Statue.   

Fellowship will provide burgers and hot dogs.   

Bring a side or dessert and your own drinks, utensils and a chair.  

We look forward to celebrating the summer together!  
 

Weekly church picnics will be on Wednesday nights at 6pm  

for good old Lutheran potluck & fellowship at the following locations:  
 

 July 17    Washington Park, unreserved beach area 

 July 24    Storvik Park, near the picnic shelter 

 July 31    Seafarer’s Memorial Park, near the memorial statue 

 Aug 7     Causland Park, in the open area on the west side of the park 

 Aug 14   Storvik Park, near the picnic shelter 

 Aug 21   5:30pm Annual Corn-feed and Service on the Beach,  

                     Washington Park at Reserved Picnic Shelter 

High School Skate Day - Sunday, June 2  
Bellingham Sportsplex - 1225 Civic Field Way, Bellingham, WA 98229 

 

Leave church at 12 o’clock (noon)  

  Skating 1-3pm  
           McCutcheon’s and Pastor Deb are driving & chaperones.  

   

 Bring:  a water bottle & $16  
(covers open skate & skate rental & drink/snack money) 

$5 to get in / $7 to rent skates / $4 drink/snack  
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F.A.S.T. Leader #3     Kristen Nations  360-873-8661 / lifeofreilly_4@msn.com 

ALTAR Setup:    Grace Boggio, Paula Olson, Karen Tavalero, Pat Wilson 

SOUND Team:    Jim Carver, Brian Hanrahan, Kenny Holzemer, Dana McCoy, Linda Millo, Mark Tanis 

Power Point Team:   Michael Hanrahan, Anita Holzemer, Pat Carrie Smith 

Worship & Fellowship Assistants 

June 2         9:30 am           
Acolytes: Carter Eggleston & Tristyn Connelly  

Ushers: Larry Thomas & Wayne Olsen 

Greeters: Jenny Remmerden 

Readers: Anita Holzemer 

Communion Assistants: Kenny & Anita Holzemer 

Coffee Serve/Cleanup: Paul & Julie Dusenbury 

Coffee Hour Treats: Paul & Julie Dusenbury 

June 9 9:30 am - Graduate Recognition Sunday 
Acolytes: Owen Kennedy & Erin Kennedy  

Ushers: Tim Hofferth & Rich Berentson 

Greeters: Jenny Remmerden 

Reader: Pat Carrie Smith 

Communion Assistants: Jerry Bongard & Kathy Khile 

Coffee Serve/Cleanup: Dan & Kathy Khile 

Coffee Hour Treats: Graduation Cake reception 

June 16 9:30 am  -  Father’s Day 

Acolytes: C.J. Eggleston & Gracia Tanis 

Ushers: Paul Phelan & Randy VanSweden 

Greeters: Jan Nations & Kristen Nations 

Reader: Reilly Nations-Pearson 

Communion Assistants: Kristen Nations & Dave White 

Coffee Serve/Cleanup: Dan & Kathy Khile 

Coffee Hour Treats: Cake to Celebrate Noel Johnson’s 80th Birthday  

June 23 9:30 am 
Acolytes: Breauna Sullivan & Mia Kennedy  

Ushers: Bill & Diane Gusa 

Greeters: Jenny Remmerden 

Reader: Kenny Holzemer 

Communion Assistants: Kenny & Anita Holzemer 

Coffee Serve/Cleanup:  

Coffee Hour Treats: Don & Doris Bird, Kristen Nations & Jan Nations 

June 30 9:30 am 
Acolytes: Micah Spehar & Joey Pestar  

Ushers: Bud Rock & John Parker 

Greeters: Jerry Bongard 

Reader: Jerry Bongard 

Communion Assistants: Jerry Bongard 

Coffee Serve/Cleanup:  

Coffee Hour Treats: Don & Doris Bird—Donut Sunday 

 

 
 

 

Flowers on the altar may be given in 

memory of a loved one, in honor of a 

birthday or other occasion. Signup on 

the Flower Chart in the Narthex or 

by calling the Church office. 

JULY Usher Schedule  

9:30 am services      

   7 • Les & Carol Olsen 

 14 • Win Thompson & Dan Khile 

 21 • Rich Berentson & Chuck Landgraf 

 28 • John & Kathryn Parker 

JULY ~ F.A.S.T. Team #4  
Leader:  Lane Phelan  

360-293-4290  

paulandlane@comcast.net 

Jeaneen Brogan 

Phil & Madelyn Case 

Maurice & Helene Fink 

Fred & Sharon Fisher 

Bob & Ida Ford 

Bill & Diane Gusa 

Renie Hofferth 

Judy Holmes 

Dana & Anita McCoy 

Patty Pedersen 

Judy Pesaturo 

Marilyn Pinquoch 

Jeff & Hildy Radke 

Bill & Melanie Sahnow 

Please, sign-up at the Welcome desk for 

when you are able to serve in JULY 
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JUNE 
Birthday Blessings To You! 

1 Kathryn Parker 15 Maurice Fink 

1 Sara Asrat 16 Gunilla Wold 

3 Elena Holzemer 16 Liam Poor 

3 Lori Rogers 17 DeAnna Claus 

4 Rod Odegaard 17 Noel Johnson 

5 Laurie Julius-Carver 18 Bill Faulkner 

6 Hank Knutson 18 Elizabeth Brown 

6 John Collins 18 Linda Braski 

6 Michael Bastrom 18 Teresa Symonds 

7 Lori Hrovat 19 Chris Parker 

7 Suzanne McIntyre 19 Leo Dumas 

8 Kate McFarlin 19 Wayne Olsen 

8 Katelyn Bolin 21 Haley Schmidt 

8 Megan Kennedy 21 Nita Ostlund 

9 Ayden Suiter 22 Brooke Nibarger 

9 Patty Pederson 23 Keegan Kennedy 

10 Bob Ford 24 Bob Barry 

10 Jerry Smith 24 Serena Partch 

10 Norah Dunnington 25 Austin Thomas 

11 Lora Anderson 26 Megan Longchamps 

12 Jacob Carver 27 Don Bird 

12 Lynn Arendse 27 Jane Salnick 

13 Andrea Arendse 28 Ryan Franulovich 

13 Landon Marvar 30 Alan Dent 

14 Bryan Tafton 30 Dianne Gibbons 

14 Gary Card 30 Talin Kerr 

14 Stacy VanSweden   

MAY~ Sunday Worship Attendance 
 9:00 am nursery 10:30 am nursery Total 

5 112 4 76 2 194 

12 134 2 86 4 226 

19 101 0 67 4 172 

26 Not available at time of printing  

PASTORAL 

ACTS 

BAPTISM 
 

Arthur  Joseph Phelan 

May 12, 2019 
 

Son of Matthew & Taylor Phelan 

Grandson of Paul & Lane Phelan 

 

FUNERAL 
 

Jean Nelson 

May 6, 2019 

 JUNE 
Wedding Anniversary! 

1 Andy & Krista Morgenthaler 

6 Howard & Serena Partch 

8 Brian & Nikki Bakke 

8 Mark & Ruth Backlund 

10 Vernon & Kim Etlitcher 

12 Jeffrey & Hildy Radke 

14 Thomas & Sue Larsen 

16 Kevin & Kendra Kennedy 

16 Steve & Jeni Richards 

21 Pastors Lewis & Debra Benson 

25 George & Jo Rockwood 

26 Chris & Vicki Long 

28 Justin & Brenda Lust 

29 Matt & Bonnie Kerschbaum 

30 Dana & Anita McCoy 

Celebration of Life of  

James Harmer 
Son of Pastor Deborah & Jay Butler  

Sunday, June 9th at 6:30 pm  

with fellowship time afterward 
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ALC COUNCIL MINUTES – May 9, 2019 

Attended:  Dave Bjornson, Ginny Connelly, Earl Gibbons, Faith Legan,  Lane Phelan, Bill LeDuc,  

Steve Richards, Jo Rockwood, Melanie Sahnow, Karen Tavalero & Pastor Benson, 
 

Absent:  Kathy Khile, Rachel Franulovich, Les Olsen 
 

Bill LeDuc called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and started with a Prayer.      
 

Presidents Report:  Reviewed minutes from last month’s meeting notes with one change, move  

1st paragraph of Stewardship to New Business. M/S/P with changes.                                         
 

Pastors Report:  We had a good Easter attendance and the breakfast was great. Thank you, Rachel & Chris 

Franulovich, Kenny Holzemer and Ginny & Matt Connelly for helping on the youth overnighter. Everyone 

please Pray for the New Bishop and Pastor Butler and Kenny for being there to vote.  Motion was made for 

Kenny Holzemer to be a voting member for Synod. M/S/P.  
 

Treasurers Report:   Lane gave report that we are meeting our budget goal and thank you everyone for 

stepping up. We still need to be diligent about our giving to equal $8200 a week to keep on track.  The first 

quarter benevolence is paid.  M/S/P    
 

New Business:  Pastoral Benefits are being addressed by Personnel as they consider including Parental 
Leave  and Pastoral Sabbatical Leave in our Policies and Procedures.  
 

Old Business:  The Call Committee has met and they are doing great getting the 75 word synopsis ready to 

send to the Bishop by June 1st.    
 

Personnel Report:  Steve reports that they are working on preschool contracts. Wants to have all  

contracts renewing in June going forward. 
 

WELCA Report:  Thank you to the Boy Scouts for helping move boxes. We shipped 65 quilts, 112       

personal care kits, 7 fabric kits and 116 baby care kits. Thank you to Bob Higgins and Paul Dusenbury for 

transporting them all to Seattle.   
 

Education Report:  No Report 
 

Outreach Report:  Karen reports that we hope to have a presence in the 4h of July parade.   Any one that  

would like to carry the banner please talk to Karen  Tavalero. 
 

Property Report:  No Report 
 

Fellowship Report:  Kathy reports that we will have a calendar in the June newsletter for church picnics. 
 

Youth Report:  The youth have done 2 acolyte trainings with 14 or 15 trained. Thank you to Pastor for      

all you do.  She led a Communion overnight and a Taco Acolyte training event.  The down stairs closet if 

completed, thank you to Quantum Construction.  Need Executive Committee to visit the way Cub Scout 

and Boy Scout fundraising money is handled.  
 

Preschool Report:  Preschool is already ¾ full for next year, with a goal if about 40. Working on           

upgrading the wheel chair ramp. License is pending ramp.  All the teachers will be returning next year.        

They will be doing some minor upgrades on the playground. Graduation is on June 14th.  
 

Stewardship Report:  Budget software comparisons and recommendation in the works.  
 

Worship Report:  The speakers were great at the Lenten services.   Return to summer schedule May 26. 
 

The next Council meeting is June 13th at 6:30pm 
 

Bill led us in the Lord’s Prayer and closed the meeting at 7:45pm 
 

Blessings,  Melanie Sahnow 
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BISHOPS MESSAGE   
Life In Between 
By the Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop, NWWA Synod 

From the JUNE 2019 edition of The Spirit 
  

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the 

region between Samaria and Galilee.  As he entered 

a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their 

distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, 

have mercy on us!”   --Luke 10:11-13 
  

Our Synod Staff has been dwelling on Luke’s story  

of the 10 lepers for the last several months. It has 

come to our attention that the story takes place 

where many, many Biblical Stories take place, “in  

between places.” In this case Jesus encounters the 

lepers in between Samaria and Galilee.   
  

There is a practical reason for this. The lepers would 

not have been welcomed in Samaria or Galilee. They 

were living in the only place they were allowed, on 

the margins. Given that Jesus was constantly on the 

move plays right into the likelihood that we will en-

counter him in between place.   
  

But there is more to this than geography. The story 

of faith, hope and love is forged “in between.” For 

Abraham and Sarah it was formed in between the 

invitation to leave behind family and home and the 

promise of becoming a great nation. For the Israelites 

it was in the wilderness between Egypt and Promised 

Land. For the people of exile it was between living in 

a strange land and the hope of returning home. For 

the disciples it was in between the sea of Galilee and 

the cross. And then there is the most holy of time 

between Good Friday and Easter Morning. 

 

 

I have never been good at living “in between.” The 

uncertainty creates anxiety for me. I want to know 

the outcome.  I just want to get there. Forty years in 

the wilderness would have done me in. 
  

It is not easy for me to live in the present. I am often 

seduced into wanting to go back to the way it was or 

jumping ahead to what is waiting for me. Little did I 

know how prophetic the words of those were who 

said to Kim and me, “Enjoy your children because 

they grow up way too quickly.” It is in the space and 

time of “in between” that we come to know, to love 

and to trust. It is precisely the place we are called  

to live. 
  

Northwest Washington is entering “in between” 

time.  In between two bishops.  Please welcome  

Rev. Shelley Bryan Wee. Bishop-elect Shelley and I 

both are leaning into this in between space knowing 

that it is sacred encountering space. I encourage you 

not to look back or to race ahead. Rather welcome 

this new time and our new Bishop and take up resi-

dency in it.  It is where we encounter Jesus. 
  

Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the 

kingdom of God was coming, and he answered,  

 “The kingdom of God is not coming with things 

that can be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look, here  

it is!’ or ‘There it is!’ For, in fact, the kingdom of 

God is among you.”    --Luke 10:20-21  

 

Information about the Northwest Washington Synod 

is available at www.lutheransnw.org. 

Pastor Shelley Bryan Wee elected Bishop of the ELCA Northwest Washington Synod 

The Rev. Shelley Bryan Wee was elected May 19 to serve a six-year term as Bishop of the Northwest Washington   

Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). The election took place during the synod assembly, 

held May 17-19 in Lynnwood, Wash.   

     Bryan Wee was elected on the fourth ballot, with 167 votes. The Rev. Deanna Wildermuth, pastor of             

Holy Trinity, Mercer Island, Wash., received 158 votes. 

      Bryan Wee has served as Assistant to the Bishop in the Northwest Washington Synod since 2017. She was  

pastor of Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Cheney, Wash., from 2016 to 2017 and campus pastor at Eastern   

Washington University in Cheney from 2009 to 2017. She served as pastor of Zion Lutheran Church in Spokane 

from 1999 to 2009.   

     The Bishop-elect received a Bachelor of Arts from Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma in 1988 and a Master 

of Divinity from Luther Northwestern Theological Seminary (now Luther Seminary) in 1993. Pacific Lutheran         

University is one of 27 ELCA colleges and universities, and Luther is one of seven ELCA seminaries. 

Bryan Wee will be installed Nov. 2 at St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral in Seattle. 

The Rev. Brian Kirby Unti has served as bishop since 2013 and will retire July 31. 

http://www.lutheransnw.org/

